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History lesson … 2012 – QWC Questions

No longer explicitly requested
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2012–2014

Early Entry – Sitting GCSEs before the end of year 11

March sitting – a legacy to this day in lots of schools 
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Modular…
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Intermediate Papers… 
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Finally – Coursework…
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The current exams

1MA1 = GCSE Maths

1F = Paper 1 Foundation Tier

1H = Paper 1 Higher Tier

3 × 90 min papers

(1 × Non Calc, 2 × Calc)

80 marks each paper 
(total 240 marks)
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Dates for your diary

2024 dates: 

Thursday 16/05/24
Monday 03/06/24

Mon 10/06/24
(all am)

(Don’t forget there is a November sitting too for re-sit 
students – 8/11/23, 10/11/23, 13/11/23)
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Access arrangements/modified papers

Speak to HoD/Exam officer
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Mark Schemes
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Mark Schemes

Become an examiner?
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Grade Boundaries

These change EVERY sitting!
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The content for all boards: 

DfE Subject 
Content and 
Assessment 
Objectives
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The content for all boards: 

Content is indicated that is 
for all students (standard 

font), for the overlap between 
Foundation and Higher tier 

(underlined font) and for 
Higher tier only (bold font).



15© Pearson Education 2023

Six content areas

       F  H

• Number    25% 15%

• Algebra    20% 30%

• Ratio, proportion, rates of change 25% 20%

• Geometry    15% 20%

• Probability &  Statistics  15% 15%
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Content and Assessment Objectives

The subject content and assessment objectives for our exams are drawn 

from the GCSE subject content written by the DfE.

More emphasis on problem-solving, communication, proof, interpretation
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There are differences between boards …

Pearson Edexcel does have: 

Stem & Leaf 
Frequency Polygons

Venn diagram notation (∪ and ∩)
Function notation 

Iteration 

* There are some other minor variations. 
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Comparison Documents Available v AQA
(v OCR available too)
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Little things to remember…

Working space and lines (they are 

provided when an extended sentence is 

required).
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Multiple choice?
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Foundation start …

… Foundation end

• Recognisable start

• The first five are all one mark AO1 

questions 

• The papers are ramped in difficulty 
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Higher start …

… Higher end

• Starts with the crossover questions

• The papers are ramped in difficulty

• Questions at the end of the paper 

are designed to differentiate 

between the highest grades
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The overlap between H and F



24© Pearson Education 2023

Worth knowing … Frequency Analysis
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2023 Summer 1H/F…
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2F…
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3F/H…

How would you teach this?
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Top end
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Top end



30© Pearson Education 2023

Remembering Formula

• Students need to remember 

most formulas they will be 

required to use in their exams

• Some will be given within the 
question e.g. volume of a cone

• Free formula posters for 

classrooms available for all 

centres

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.coursematerials.html
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Accessibility

In 2018 we made changes to our GCSE examinations, we are 
continually monitoring the examination experience and outcomes for our 
students to ensure their full potential can always be met. 

• The early questions on Foundation tier papers are accessible to all 
students and mainly comprise of one-mark questions (First five).

• The common questions which appear on both Higher and Foundation 
tier papers are fully accessible to students targeting grades 4 and 5.

• Appropriate language and contexts are used on all questions so that 
we are only testing mathematical ability.

• There is a good coverage of topics tested, including those which are 
new to the curriculum.

• The diagrams are large enough and students have enough working 
space.



32© Pearson Education 2023

A guide to our assessments

We’ve produced a comprehensive 

guide to our assessments.

The content of the guide is relevant 

whether you are new to teaching 
GCSE or switching from another 

exam board.

To learn more about our assessments 

and the key features of them, 
download the guide here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/Pearson-Edexcel-GCSE-Maths-Quals-iPDF.pdf
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Contact or arrange a visit 

christian@justmaths.co.uk 

mel@justmaths.co.uk

mailto:mel@justmaths.co.uk
mailto:mel@justmaths.co.uk
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